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Become a CertainTeed  
Master Craftsman

The CertainTeed Master Craftsman program is your opportunity to earn valuable rewards while maintaining a leg up 
on your competition. These rewards are not available to everyone, just to those who have successfully passed the 
Master Craftsman Education and Development test.

As a Master Craftsman, you are entitled to:

•	 Receive a personalized Certificate of Completion that 
you can use to promote your professional services.

•	 Be listed as a Master Craftsman on our contractor 
locator website, where potential customers can find 
you. The listing will include your name, company 
name, phone number, e-mail address, and a link  
to your website if you have one.

•	 Have access to the Master Craftsman website,  
which includes Building Solutions® program 
information, industry news and information,  
and product and installation updates.

For more information about the CertainTeed Master 
Craftsman program, call 

800-233-8990 

or log on to 

www.certainteed.com/
mastercraftsman
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Important Information

Warranties
This information contained in this Installation Guide  
describes and illustrates the steps required to properly 
install CertainTeed siding, trim, and accessories. The 
Installation Guide provides detailed information and 
how-to tips that will support a successful installation. 
These requirements are provided throughout this 
Guide. Also, consult local building codes for additional 
requirements. Should you have questions about 
installation techniques, you may contact CertainTeed 
for further information. Any deviations from these 
requirements described in this Guide must be 
addressed and approved in writing by CertainTeed. 
Please be aware that CertainTeed does not accept  
any liability or responsibility under its written limited 
warranty for failure caused by an application that does 
not meet the requirements for proper installation. 
Improper installation may void coverage under the 
limited warranty.

In rare instances, intense sunlight reflected from glass 
or other reflective surfaces may create heat buildup and 
cause vinyl siding to distort or melt. To help minimize 
the effects of heat buildup from reflected sunlight, the 
homeowner may take one or more of the following 
measures: 

•	 Install a screen in the window causing the reflection. 

•	 Install an awning over the window to break the line  
of light reflection. 

•	 Use shrubbery to protect the area of siding  
from reflections. 

Distorted or melted siding caused by the reflection of 
sunlight is not covered under the limited warranty.  
For more information on the potential damaging effects 
of concentrated solar reflection, visit the VSI website at 
https://www.vinylsiding.org/homeowners/resources/
understanding-concentrated-solar-reflection/ 

Building codes and regulations vary throughout 
the country. Be sure to check with your local 
code official or governing body for the building 
requirements in your area. 

Lead Renovations
Many houses and apartments built before 1978 have 
paint that contains high levels of lead (called lead-based 
paint). Lead from paint, chips, and dust can pose 
serious health hazards if not taken care of properly. You 
can find out about safety measures for lead-based paint 
by calling 1-800-424-LEAD (5323). 

Important Fire Safety Information 
Exterior vinyl building materials require little 
maintenance for many years. Nevertheless, common 
sense dictates that builders and suppliers of vinyl 
products store, handle and install vinyl materials in a 
manner that avoids damage to the product and/or 
the structure. Owners and installers should take a few 
simple steps to protect vinyl building materials from fire: 

•	 To Home and Building Owners: Rigid vinyl siding 
is made from organic materials and will melt or 
burn when exposed to a significant source of 
flame or heat. Building owners, occupants and 
outside maintenance personnel should always take 
normal precautions to keep sources of fire, such as 
barbecues, and combustible materials, such as dry 
leaves, mulch and trash, away from vinyl siding. 

•	 To the Building Trades, Specifiers, Professionals 
and Do-It-Yourself Installers: When rigid vinyl siding 
is exposed to significant heat or flame, the vinyl will 
soften, sag, melt or burn, and may thereby expose 
material underneath. Care must be exercised when 
selecting underlayment materials because many 
underlayment materials are made from organic 
materials that are combustible. You should ascertain 
the fire properties of underlayment materials prior to 
installation. All building materials should be installed 
in accordance with local, state and federal building 
codes and fire regulations.

This manual shows the basic guidelines for installation. It is 
based on ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials) 
D4756, the standard practice for installation of vinyl siding 
and soffit. Additionally, we recommend that local building 
codes be reviewed
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Section 1 — Introduction

Introduction

Plan your work, then work your plan.

That’s the key to success with any project, and it’s doubly true 
when it comes to installing vinyl siding, soffit, trim and accessories.

If you use the right materials and the right tools in the right order, 
you’ll complete remodeling and new home installations in less 
time, with less effort, and with far greater satisfaction.

Since you’re using CertainTeed products, you’ve already taken 
the first step toward success. CertainTeed sidings, soffit, trim 
and accessories provide premium quality, rugged durability and 
outstanding appearance. Quite simply, they’re made to look  
great—on the day they’re installed and for years after.

The second ingredient of success —using the proper tools, 
techniques and procedures—is covered in this book. As you’ll see 
by scanning the table of contents, this book guides you through 
every step of the installation process, from estimating materials to 
attaching mailboxes and shutters. Every major installation project 
is covered: horizontal; vertical, including Board & Batten; soffit 
and fascia; porch ceilings; and decorative trim. Where various 
approaches to a particular installation procedure are possible, 
the book presents practical alternatives. To make the instructions 
as detailed and complete as possible, hundreds of illustrations 
accompany the text.

As you’re reading—and while you’re working—keep in mind 
the most important rule of thumb for successful vinyl siding 
installation: allow for movement. All vinyl siding, soffit and 
accessories used in exterior applications must be able to move 
freely as they expand and contract with temperature changes. 
You’ll see this point emphasized again and again throughout this 
book; you’ll also learn various techniques for measuring, fitting 
and nailing that will allow this unobstructed movement. These are 
perhaps the most important lessons in this booklet.

NOTE: No instruction book can anticipate all the questions 
that might arise during a siding or soffit installation. 
Recognizing this, we’ve focused on the tools and techniques 
used to complete typical installations. Where appropriate, 
we’ve also included alternative approaches for specific 
installation steps. If you encounter a unique installation 
problem not covered in this book, we suggest you contact 
our Sales Support Group at 1-800-233-8990.
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SECTION 2 — Siding Overview

Vertical Siding

Rake

Dormer

Soffit

Fascia

Siding

Outside 
cornerpost

Gable

Inside 
cornerpost

Home Exterior Terms
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Features of Polymer Shake and Shingle Siding
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Oversized Perimeter  
Side Locking Tabs
• Helps create seamless appearance
• Allow for fast and easy panel engagement
• Offer greater tab strength and less breakage
• Extended lead-in allows for ease of installaton

Straight-Up Installation
• Notched side laps allow you to push in and straight-up to 

lock the panel securely — just like traditional vinyl siding!

QuickReferenceTM Nail Mark Indicators 
• Industry exclusive easy-to-use nailing guide
• No measuring needed for correct panel nailing

Extra Long Top Locking Tabs
• Create an easier locking panel

QuickReferenceTM Panel Cut Indicators 
• Improves speed and ease of installation

Patented PanelThermometerTM

• Displays panel temperature!
• Easy-to-use temperature gauge
• The brightest cell indicates panel temperature
• Increases installation accuracy, decreases call backs

Deep Panel Projection
• Created distinctive shadow lines and shingle definition
• Perfection Shingles and Shapes: 3/4" projection
• Rough-Split Shakes: 1" projection

Double 7" Straight Edge Perfection Shingles 3G, Double 7" Straight Edge Perfection Shingles Legacy,  
Double 7" Staggered Perfection Shingles, Double 7" Straight Edge Rough-Split Shakes,  

Double 9" Staggered Rough-Split Shakes and Single 6-1/3" Perfection Shapes
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Polymer Shake and Shingle Siding Styles

Double 7" Straight Edge 
Perfection Shingles 3G

Double 7" Straight Edge 
Perfection Shingles Legacy

Double 7" Staggered
Perfection Shingles

 

Double 7" Straight Edge 
Rough-Split Shakes

Double 9" Staggered
Rough-Split Shakes

Center Pin Hole
Allows for even expansion  
and contraction of the panel.

Exclusive Positive Lock
• Self-supporting, friction lock
• No need to hold panel while nailing
• Lead-in guide ensures engagement
• Allows for band board shrinkage

Reinforced Ribs on Nail Slots 
and Lock Tabs
• Provide improved lock strength 

and holding power

Single 6-1/3" Perfection Shapes: 

Scallop

Half-Cove

Octagon
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Features of Polymer Shake and Shingle Siding

QuickReferenceTM Nail Mark Indicators 
• Industry exclusive easy-to-use nailing guide
• No measuring needed for correct panel nailing

CertiLockTM Continuous Hanger
• �Creates a seamless look and holds 

panels securely together.

HammerTapperTM Assist Pads
• �Help fine tune precise alignment

SureStopTM Recessed Nailing Area
• To minimize hard nailing

EasyMeasureTM Tape Measure 
• Improves speed and ease of installation Patented PanelThermometerTM

• Displays panel temperature!
• Easy-to-use temperature gauge
• The brightest cell indicates panel  

temperature
• Increases installation accuracy,  

decreases call backs

Engineered Side Tabs
• Helps create seamless appearance
• Allow for fast and easy panel engagement
• Offer greater tab strength and less breakage
• Extended lead-in allows for ease of installaton
• Notched side laps allow you to push in and 

straight-up to lock the panel securely — just 
like traditional vinyl siding!

Deep Panel Projection
• Created distinctive shadow lines and shingle definition
• �Triple 5" Sawmill and Single 7" Perfection Straight 

Edge Shingles: 3/4" projection
• Tapered gaps for deeper shadows
• Realistic woodgrain butt edges

30313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657 347891011121314151617181920212223242526272829
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 Triple 5" Straight Edge Sawmill Shingles, Single 7" Straight Edge  
Perfection Shingles and Individual 5" Sawmill Shingles
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Polymer Shake and Shingle Siding Styles

12"

6.75"

12"

5.75"

12"

5"

12"

4.5"

12"

4.25"

12"

4"

12"

8"

Triple 5" Straight Edge  
Sawmill Shingles

Single 7" Straight Edge 
Perfection Shingles

Individual 5"
Sawmill 
Shingles

5.75”5.75” 5.75”

Pre-formed Holes 
For hand nailing application

Course Hash Marks 
Align marks to top of prior course 
to assure 5" exposure

Fastener Target Zone 
Fastener must be applied  
within the recessed area.  
2 fasteners per shingle  
are required

Starter 1/2" Offset 
Align with top of  
first course shingles

Shingle Gap Zone 
Overlapping shingle gap must fall 
between upper vertical marks and  
Fastener Target Zones (1-1/2" 
minimum from shingle edge)

Features of Cedar Impressions  
Individual Shingle Siding

There are seven different shingle 
widths that vary from 4" to 8" (widths 
are engraved within the staple zone). 
Shingles are 12" long and required 
exposure is 5" (+/- 1/4"). Installation 
is made simpler with these easily 
identifiable features marked on the 
front the shingles. 

4"

4.25"

4.5"

5"

5.75"

6.75"

8"

Engineered Drainage Holes

Center Pin Hole
Allows for even expansion  
and contraction of the panel.

CertiLock™ Continous Hanger
• Self-supporting, friction lock
• Lead-in guide ensures engagement
• Allows for band board shrinkage

Reinforced Ribs on Nail Slots 
and Lock Tabs
• Provide improved lock strength 

and holding power
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